Council meeting Notes. Kenya 2003.

What follows is only the writer’s recollection and definitely not in sequence or comprehensive.

Two Presentations were made for the 2005 Worlds. UK South coast of England and Switzerland at Engadin St. Moritz.  Switzerland argued that they needed the event to encourage more sailors into sailing Fireballs and they hadn’t had a Worlds  there since 1983.

Switzerland was far more accessible to far more Fireballers than the UK. They already had financial matters in hand.

The UK claimed that holding the event in England would see a much greater turnout.

Adelaide in March was stated to be around 32degrees C. A bit hotter in December. Slovenia and 2004 Europeans came under criticism for being scheduled in September – school term time. This is now open to further discussion.

The idea is now also being floated that when a Worlds is held in Europe, there should be no Europeans that year. With a Worlds in Europe, the preceding week is always named the Europeans. This is invariably used as a tuning week for the Worlds and is this often devalued.

Measurement which has always been criticised for being either too strict or too lenient, has seen the pendulum now swing towards tighter control; tighter again than a pretty thorough job in Kenya. Sailors switching over to Tacktic digital compasses should bear in mind how much lighter these are compared to the Silva type. The boat will come in underweight if already previously at the limit. A couple of teams got caught out in the measuring tent. 

Carbon Fibre which is only permitted in cleats came under the spotlight. Spinny poles made of this material are now apparently available at a price cheaper than that of those in Aluminium. The cost factor has always been a reason for restricting it’s use previously. Further investigation is now underway.

Self measurement  of sails by sailmakers was put forward again for consideration. This proposal was not permitted when approval was requested from ISAF. Advantages being that a set of sails could be delivered to the upper reaches of the Nile, several thousand kilometres away from any sail measurer. They could then be used legally at once ( providing the tide was in). Disadvantages being that anyone could run up their own sails from a set of old blankets and ‘sell’  them as legal: no pack drill , no questions asked.

The writer has always been wary of this proposal as he has already been caught with sails that did not measure even when coming from a well known Loft. Further to that he believes that no sail measurer should ever be in the actual employ of a sailmaker i.e. sail for them.

While on the subject of sails, the new rules permitted the first general use of non-woven sails during this event. From a short-term perspective, the only advantage seemed to be a decreased amount of glare in strong sunlight. No obvious speed advantage.

There was criticism regarding the low turnout at Kenya (40) and the demand that FI exec should do more of the freight organisation to improve numbers. Having arranged many containers in times gone by, the writer believes the job is best left to persons who initially have not the slightest idea of the work this undertaking requires. Kenya was an expensive but quite magnificent holiday destination and the racing and all other organisation were superbly organised. One could not hope for more. It is up to us, the competitors to spread the good word as to how amazingly enjoyable these events and destinations can be.

This was the first council meeting with the new International Commodore Penny Gibbs in the chair. Her election was warmly welcomed by all as a pleasant change from the previous irascible incumbent! 

RLS. 

