ONGOING EFFECTS ON THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY
While the 2012 Fireball World Championships only take place over a two week period, their input into the community will be much further reaching. 

The world championships themselves are being used as a showpiece to highlight what sailing is all about.  

The aim is to use the appeal and exposure of the world championships to draw the public’s attention to the sport of sailing.
MOFSC has over the last six years developed a substantial junior sailing program with over 150 juniors currently on the books.  The club is now looking to extend this program to include a two person senior dinghy class which will allow the juniors to progress to the next level and also allow seniors to enter the sport.  The Fireball dinghy has been chosen as the preferred boat to fill this role.

When MOFSC applied to host the Fireball World Championships there were no Fireballs sailing in Western Australia.  The club has put a schedule in place with the aim to have 7 boats by Easter 2011 and 14 boats by the time of the championships.  The aim will be to have over 30 boats by the end of 2013 and potentially many more.
By developing both a strong Junior and Seniors program we aim to open up the sport of sailing to people of all ages and abilities within the Peel Region.

Through both programs MOFSC aims to have over 500 new people try sailing each year with an anticipated retention rate of around 30%.

In addition to generating new sailors and getting more people into sport, the Fireball World Championships will highlight what Mandurah has to offer to the International Sailing Community.

The Fireball World Championships will be the first of many World, National and State championships that the club aims to attract to Mandurah.

On the back of the Fireball Worlds announcement, MOFSC has already secured the 2011 470 (Olympic Class) national titles and is in discussions with the 505 (International Class) re hosting their world championships in the near future.  The aim will be to host a major regatta of some kind every year.

So what do we have planned to start making the above happen – 

In the lead up to the championships, the organizers have / will be putting into play a number of things that will encourage people to take up the sport of sailing, these include – 

· Two Fireball dinghies have been made purchased by the club and made available to anyone in the community who would like to come to the club and give them a go.

· These two boats have now been sold to members of the community at a discount and will be replaced with two more by Easter.

· Advertisements have been placed in WA sailing papers and magazines encouraging those who have old Fireballs in their shed to pull them out and take them for a sail or donate them to the club.
· Regular “Come and Try Sailing” days being hosted by the club where people can go for a sail in any number of classes including the Fireball.

· An Easter regatta being hosted by the club with coaching made available to all competitors, from novices through to aspiring Olympians.
· Five Fireballs are being arranged to be sent over for private buyers from the eastern states in time for the Easter regatta.

· Four of the top Australian sailors and their boats will attend the Easter regatta taking out members of the public and showing them what sailing and Fireballs have to offer.

· Weekly learn to sail courses held at the club on weekends throughout the year for people of all ages.
· Ongoing advertising on local radio, in newspapers and on the internet promoting the event and sailing.

· Letters sent to local business asking them to get behind the Event – and promote the sport of sailing.

· Plus much more……

The Fireball World Championships are an open event meaning that anyone can enter.  We expect experience levels to range from those in their first year in the sport right to Olympic champions. 
The Fireball itself is very flexible in setup allowing people of all ages, sex, weight and height to participate. 

The strength of the Fireball class comes from the embedded belief that sailing is about having fun.
